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Wednesday 31st March 2010

Statement in response to Minister Turia advancing a proposal to ban the display of tobacco products in all retail outlets.

Paula Snowden, Chief Executive of The Quit Group, which runs the free Quitline service, said:

“We’re in the business of helping people quit, and stay quit, so we totally support a display ban. Many smokers themselves, especially the young or those from lower socio-economic groups, have told Quitline that banning the displays would make it easier for them to give up smoking(1). 
“Keeping them out of sight goes some way to keeping them out of mind. 

“Rather than just covering it up, as a further step tobacco could be held away from the main counter. If there’s a delay between buying and receiving your cigarettes or tobacco there will be fewer impulse purchases, and we know that delaying when you have a craving is a good way of staying quit. Plus it would physically and metaphorically put a distance between consumer products that we all need and use, and the one consumer product that kills half of its users.”

Ends

1. 68% of young people agreed that cigarette displays make it harder to quit or stay quit, as do 63% of Pacific and 54% of Maori. Overall, 49% agree and 48% disagree. Around 60% of youth, Maori and Pacific said they would support a ban. Overall, 57% support a ban. (Quitline Evaluation 2009)
2. For more information or an interview, please contact Carl Billington on 04 460 9899 or 021 263 5508
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