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Thursday 28th January 2010
NZ Quitline’s worldwide reputation confirmed as Thai experts pay tribute
Smoking cessation experts from Thailand paid tribute to New Zealand’s Quitline this week, claiming the Wellington-based service had a ‘worldwide reputation’.

Four senior delegates from the Thailand Quitline and Thai Wellbeing Foundation spent two days visiting New Zealand’s Quitline, listening to advisors supporting callers to the free phone service, and discussing the most effective ways of supporting smokers to quit.

“It was overwhelming – not only in terms of the knowledge that New Zealand’s Quitline shared with us, but also the spirit of friendship that they extended,” Jintana Yunibhand, Director of Thailand’s Quitline. 
The Thailand Quitline was set up a year ago, and the delegates were keen to learn from the 10-year history and experience of New Zealand’s Quitline. This was the first visit the Thai delegates had made to another country.

“We will be modelling our Quitline on what we have seen here. Quitline New Zealand will be part of our history,” added Mrs Yunibhand. 

NZ Quitline Chief Executive Paula Snowden said: “We were honoured to receive such respected guests, and humbled that they wished to learn from our experience. 
To know that New Zealand’s Quitline has such a strong reputation overseas is hugely rewarding, as it confirms the quality of work that we are doing on behalf of Kiwi smokers.”
-ends-

Notes to editors
1. For interviews or pictures, please contact Chris Pitt or Carl Billington on 04 460 9899

2. The Thai delegates will be in Auckland for the day on Friday 29 January before beginning their return trip home. 
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